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NORTHERN PASS REACHES

Agreement to Lease Rights-of-Way

$15 million in clean energy benefits to New Hampshire customers

The Staff of the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission (NHPUC), the New Hampshire Office of the Consumer Advocate (OCA),
Eversource, and Northern Pass have reached a settlement that will enable Northern Pass to lease transmission rights-of-way from
Eversource. The agreement, now pending final approval by the NHPUC, will provide significant customer benefits and complete the last
of several NHPUC approvals needed for Northern Pass to proceed.
“We appreciate the effort and collaboration the PUC staff and the OCA put into this settlement, which will provide significant benefits to
New Hampshire customers and will also move this important clean energy project forward,” said Eversource New Hampshire President
Bill Quinlan. “Based on the terms of the agreement, New Hampshire residents will have greater access to clean energy technologies of
the future.”
Under the proposed agreement, which the parties agreed is in the public interest, Northern Pass will make annual lease payments to
Eversource, which will be used to off-set Eversource’s transmission costs. Additionally, Northern Pass has committed to making annual
payments, which will total $15 million over the lifetime of the project. The funds will be under the control and direction of the NHPUC
for “programs, projects or other purposes that provide benefits to New Hampshire distribution customers.” These programs may include
investments in distributed generation, energy storage, electric vehicles, demand response and other initiatives.
The settlement agreement follows an order in April from the PUC stating Eversource has shown that it has the right to lease the use of
its existing rights-of-way to Northern Pass. Hearings on the project are continuing before the New Hampshire Site Evaluation Committee
(SEC), with a decision on NPT’s application for a Certificate of Site and Facility expected from the SEC in early 2018.

Northern Pass Concludes Its
Case-In-Chief Before the SEC
The final witnesses for Northern Pass completed testimony
before the New Hampshire Site Evaluation Committee
(SEC) on October 2, marking the conclusion of Northern
Pass’ witness presentation before the SEC. Northern Pass
presented 25 witnesses over 43 hearing days, describing in
detail the following aspects of the project.
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WHAT’S NEXT FOR NORTHERN PASS
■

The Counsel for the Public and intervenors will continue
presenting witnesses before the New Hampshire Site Evaluation
Committee (SEC).

■

The SEC is expected to issue a decision on Northern Pass in
early 2018.

■

The U.S. Forest Service is expected to issue its final Record of
Decision later this year. In September, the Forest Service issued
a draft Record of Decision recommending a special use permit
to bury transmission lines along existing roads in the White
Mountain National Forest.

■	
The Dept. of Energy is expected to issue its

and Presidential Permit this year.

■

Record of Decision

Northern Pass representatives continue to meet with business
owners along the route to discuss any concerns regarding the
construction process.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
PO Box 330 | 780 North Commercial Street
Manchester, NH 03105-0330 | 1-800-286-7305
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National Fish and Wildlife Grantees
Announced at UNH Manchester Event
The 2017 Partners for NH’s Fish and
Wildlife grant recipients are:
■

■

For the third consecutive year, Eversource’s and Northern Pass’ continued
partnership with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) is helping
environmental grant recipients to restore and preserve New Hampshire’s and
New England’s forest and wildlife habitats. On October 3 at the University of
New Hampshire Manchester campus, Eversource New Hampshire Operations
President Bill Quinlan joined NFWF leaders in awarding four grants totaling nearly
$400,000 funded through the Eversource-NFWF “Partners for New Hampshire’s
Fish and Wildlife.”

■

NFWF works with a variety of stakeholders — private landowners, government
agencies, academic institutions and conservation groups — to cultivate
science-based conservation strategies and cost-effective on-the-ground projects.

“Partners for New Hampshire’s Fish and Wildlife
is a proven example of the good that can happen
when businesses and nonprofits link arms, and is
in perfect step with Eversource’s commitment to
environmental sustainability.” — BILL QUINLAN

■

V
 ermont Center for Ecostudies, Inc. —
this project will document how Bicknell's
thrush uses young forest habitat in managed
commercial forest stands in Coös County
and Maine. The project will use the data
collected to revise and update the existing best
management practices in timber forests.
U
 niversity of New Hampshire — this project
will develop forest management practices to
benefit priority forest birds, including wood
thrush and the black-throated blue warbler.
The project will enable 82 landowners in
the upper Androscoggin and Saco River
watersheds to implement the appropriate
management practices to improve the care
of 1,500 acres of early successional and late
successional habitat.
U
 niversity of New Hampshire — for the
first time, this project will document how
New England cottontail and other youngforest-dependent species respond to planned
early successional forest habitat management
activities in Connecticut, New Hampshire
and Maine. The project will result in the
development of a landscape scale model to
predict future abundance on 28,800 acres of
restored habitat.
B
 elknap Conservation District — this project
will restore instream habitat structure that will
create pools and spawning habitat for Eastern
brook trout on Poorfarm Brook in the Gunstock
Recreation Area. The project will restore
two miles of historic habitat to be used as a
demonstration of the effectiveness of
the technique.

ABOUT NORTHERN PASS
Northern Pass is a 192-mile electric transmission line project that will provide New Hampshire and New England up to 1,090 megawatts of clean
hydropower. This reliable and competitively-priced power will also bring a range of benefits to New Hampshire, including hundreds of millions of
dollars in energy cost savings, additional tax revenue, and thousands of jobs during construction and beyond. To learn more about Northern Pass,
go to www.northernpass.us. You can also email questions to info@northernpass.us or call 1-800-286-7305.

